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CTaTTio NpUCBAYEHO Nam’aTi BUAATHOIO YKPaiHCbKOrO BYEHOMO B rany3i MAaAeOHTOAOTIT, cTpaTurpadii, MOPCbKOI reoAorii, AaypeaTa
AepxaBHUX NpeMiin YKpaiHu B ranysi Hayku i TexHikun (1989, 2000), 3acAyXeHOoro Aisiua Hayku i TEXHIKKM Ykpainu (1997), naypeata
npemii im. M. A. TytkoBcbkoro HAH Ykpainu (2008), aupektopa IHCTUTYTy reonoriyHux Hayk HAH Ykpainn (1997 -2020), npe3naer-
Ta NaneoHTOAOTiYHOIO TOBapmcTBa YKpaiHuM, roaoBM HauioHaAbHOro cTpaturpadiyHoro komitety Ykpainu, iHiliatopa CTBOPEHHS
i NnepLLoro AMpeKTopa HauioHaAbHOrO aHTAaPKTUUHOIO HAYKOBOTO LEHTPY (TOAI — LIeHTpY aHTapKTUUYHKMX AOCAiAKeHb HAH YkpaiHn),
AOKTOpa reoAoro-MiHepanoriyHux Hayk (1993), npodecopa (2008), akaaemika HAH Ykpainun (2006) Metpa GeopociioBrua [oxmnka.
Haykosi iHTepecu MeTpa GeopocitoBuya byan GaratorpaHHi, opHak nepeaycim BiH 6yB BUAGTHUM MAA€OHTOAOTOM i cTpaTUrpadom,
reoAOroM-4eTBEPTUHHUKOM, BUSHAHUM AOCAIAHMKOM BUKOMHMX MPICHOBOAHMX MOAKOCKIB 3 HEOT€H-HYETBEPTUHHMX BIAKAGAIB NiBAHS
CxiaHOT EBponu. Moro poboTH i3 cTpaTurpadii YeTBepPTUHHIX BiAKAGAIB, Naneoreorpadii YeTBEPTUHHOTO NEPIoAY, iCTOPIi PO3BUTKY
KOHTMHEHTaAbHOI YacTUHM YKpaiHi i YopHOro Mops y YeTBEPTUHHUIM Yac, BUBYEHHS YETBEPTUHHUX MOAKOCKIB, KOHTUHEHTAABHMX
(antoBiaAbHKX, AbOAOBUKOBWX, BOAHO-AbOAOBUKOBKX, A€COBUX) | AMM@HHO-MOPCLKMX BIAKAGAIB CTaAU HACTIAbHUMW AOBIAHUKOBUMMU
BUAQHHAMM.

KarouoBi croBa: Metpo deopocirioBnya foXumK, cTpaturpadis, Mopcbka reonorisi, IHCTUTYT reonoridyHmnx Hayk HAH Ykpainu.

This article is devoted to the blessed memory of Petro F. Gozhik, prominent Ukrainian scientist in the fields of paleontology,
stratigraphy, marine geology, Winner of the State Prizes of Ukraine in Science and Technology (1989, 2000), Merited Figure
of Science and Technology of Ukraine (1997), Laureate of NAS Tutkovsky Prize (2008), Director of the Institute of Geological
Sciences of the NAS of Ukraine (1997-2020), President of the Paleontological Society of Ukraine, Chairman of the National
Stratigraphic Committee of Ukraine, initiator and the first Director of the National Antarctic Research Center (previously the
Center for Antarctic Research of the NAS of Ukraine), Doctor of Geological and Mineralogical Sciences (1993), Professor (2008),
Academician of the NAS of Ukraine (2006). Scientific interests of P.F. Gozhik were diverse, but, first he was an outstanding
paleontologist and stratigrapher, Quaternary geologist, a renowned researcher of the Neogene — Quaternary fossil freshwater
mollusks of the south of Eastern Europe. His works in Quaternary stratigraphy, paleogeography and the geological history of
continental Ukraine and the Black Sea, the study of Quaternary mollusks, continental (alluvial, glacial, water-glacial, loess) and
estuarine sediments became tabletop reference books.

Keywords: Petro F. Gozhik, paleontology, stratigraphy, marine geology, Institute of Geological Sciences National Academy of
Sciences of Ukraine.

P.F. Gozhik was born on October 21, 1937, in the
township of Goshcha — a district center of the
Rivne Oblast (photo 1). After graduating from high
school, he entered the Department of Geography of
Chernivtsi State University (photo 2) and graduated
from it with honors in 1959. His graduation thesis
“Geomorphology and Quaternary deposits of the
Kelmenetskyi and Sokyrnyanskyi districts of the
UKrSSR” was highly praised and was noticed
by Professor P. Zamoriy, a recognized expert in

Quaternary geology of Ukraine, who invited the
talented student for post-graduate courses at the
Department of Geomorphology of Taras Shevchenko
State University of Kyiv.

After a year of work as the principal of
Krasnovolsk school, P.F. Gozhik entered the
postgraduate studies of the Institute of Geological
Sciences (IGS) of the UkrSSR Academy of Sciences
in 1960. From that time on, his life became
inseparable from this scientific institution, where
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Photo 1. Petro Feodosiyovych Gozhik
(21.10.1937-29.12.2020).

he at first continued his Quaternary geology
research commenced in university, and then was
systematically expanding the range of his scientific
interests, which covered the problems of geology,
stratigraphy, minerals of Ukraine, marine geology,
and geoecology of Antarctica (Ponomarenko et al.,
2017). At the Institute he was consistently promoted
in his scientific and corporate careers: in 1960-
1963 — a PhD student, in 1963-1974 — a junior
researcher, from 1974 — a senior researcher at the
Department of Geotectonics and Anthropogene
Geology; from 1982 — the head of Institute’s
laboratory of geology and lithodynamics of the
coastal zone; from 1986 — a leading researcher
in the Department of Anthropogene Geology;
from 1987 — the Deputy Research Director of the
Institute, and from 1997 till the very end of his life
on December 29, 2020, he held the position of the
Director of the Institute of Geological Sciences of
the NAS of Ukraine (photo 3).

The career advancement was preceded
by scientific achievements. In 1966, under the
guidance of Academician V. G. Bondarchuk,
P.F. Gozhik defended his candidate (PhD) thesis
“Geology and stratigraphy of the Prut River Valley
terrace deposits” and got a Candidate’s (PhD)
degree in geological and mineralogical sciences. In

Photo 2. P.F. Gozhik, a second-year student
of Chernivtsi University; 1956.

1992, he defended his doctoral thesis “Freshwater
mollusks and the correlation of Upper Cenozoic
alluvial deposits in the south of the East European
Platform”. From his very first steps in science,
P.F. Gozhik was distinguished for his perseverance,
courage in taking on new tasks, and the ability
to combine solutions to scientific problems with
practical issues. Having mastered a certain research
direction or branch, he expanded the range of his
scientific interests. His scientific passions included
paleontology, freshwater fauna, geology and
stratigraphy of Anthropogene and Neogene deposits
(loess and glacial ones in particular), Cenozoic
formations; marine geology, Antarctic research,
biosphere geology, and geoecology; geology of
minerals, especially hydrocarbon resources.
Anthropogene Geology and Stratigraphy
From the 1960s, P.F. Gozhik carried out
extensive research of the alluvial deposits of
Ukrainian rivers, which resulted in the first ever
proposed scheme for the Prut River valley terraces
and their correlations with the Dniester and the
Danube terraces. These studies were accompanied
by large-scale work for production enterprises during
the geological survey of Ukraine and Moldova. The
research of the Pivdennyi Bug and Ingulets river
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Photo 3. Hungarian colleagues congratulate on the 75th anniversary of IGS of the NAS of
Ukraine. In the presidium (from left to right): S.V. Goshovskyi, First Deputy Chairman of the
State Committee for Natural Resources of Ukraine; Academician V.l. Starostenko, Academician-
Secretary of the NAS Department of Earth Sciences; Academician B.E. Paton, President of the
NAS of Ukraine; NAS Corresponding Member P.F. Gozhik, Director of IGN of the NAS of Ukraine;
Academician E.F. Shnyukov, Director of the National Natural History Museum of the NAS of
Ukraine; 2001.

alluvial deposits were initiated in connection with
the mineral deposit survey.

The implementation of the program of expanding
irrigation systems in southern Ukraine required
the launch of large-scale hydraulic engineering
construction projects, and, consequently,
conducting comprehensive geological survey.
P.F. Gozhik was actively engaged in it (photo
4-5). He analyzed the geological structure
of the Neogene — Quaternary deposits of the
Dniester — Pivdennyi Bug and Pivdennyi Bug —
Dnieper interfluves, lithodynamics of the coastal
zone of the Danube — Dniester section to design
the Danube — Dnieper Canal route and to produce
geological feasibility report for the construction
of the Dnieper — Bug hydroelectric power plant
(Gozhik, Novoselsky, 1989). Those projects were
not implemented, but the evidence obtained
enabled scientists to deal with several issues of
the geological structure of southern Ukraine, to
conduct in-depth research into the structure of
bottom sediment in estuaries, and to shed light
on the history of their evolution (Garkusha, Gozhik.
(eds), 1984; Moroz, Sulimov, Gozhik, 1995).
Theoretical investigations became the basis for
constructing the stratigraphic schemes, compiling

paleogeographic maps, for engineering and
geological generalizations. This stage of work was
described in the following books: “Geology of the
UKrSSR shelf. Estuaries” (1984), “The direction of
coast evolution between the Dniester estuary and
the Danube Delta” (1988), “Geological conditions
of constructing the Dnieper — Bug hydroelectric
power plant” (1989), “Geological structure of the
Northern Black Sea” (1995).

Concurrently, extensive research was focused
on loess and glacial deposits. P.F. Gozhik, as
the head of organization and field trips bureau,
demonstrated the outcomes of those investigations
to the participants of the All-Union Conference
on Marginal Glacial Sediments (Kyiv, 1976), the
VIII International Loess Symposium (Kyiv; Odesa,
1976), and the Xl International Quaternary Congress
(Moscow, 1982) (Gozhik et al., 1976; Shelkoplyas
et al., 1986). In the 1980s, close scientific relations
with European researchers were established, which
became the basis for the launch of Symposia on
glacial and loess deposit studies (photo 7); the
most recent of those — the 21st, was held last
year in Ukraine (Gozhik et al., 1995; Gozhik et al.,
2000, Gozhik, 2004, Lindner et al., 2005; Lindner
et al., 2006). Summarizing works in this field were
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Photo 4. P.F. Gozhik is ready to submerge in heavy
diving suit. Kyiv Maritime Divers School at DOSAAF;
1978.

” - i i . A ":.
Photo 6. 5th all-Union Conference on studying the
marginal formations of continental glaciation. Overview
of the moraine’s position within a coastal cliff with

Academician G.l. Goretsky. Leliv, 1976.

the monograph “Correlation of loess and glacial
deposits in Poland and Ukraine” (2000), as well
as a series of papers with proceedings of INQUA
symposia (Gozhik (ed.), 2000).

Geology of oceans and seas

From the 1970s, P.F. Gozhik was actively
engaged in multidisciplinary geological and
geophysical research of oceans and seas at the
IGS of the Academy of Sciences of UkrSSR. During
expeditions to the Indian, Atlantic, and Southern
Oceans, he was focused on the issues of lithology
and stratigraphy of bottom sediments. In 1981, he
headed the geological and geochemical expedition
on the “Hydrologist” research vessel in the Red Sea
(Gozhik et al., 1988). The results of those studies
became the basis for the following collaborative
monographs: “Geology and metallogeny of the
northern and equatorial parts of the Indian
Ocean” (1984), “Geology and metallogeny of the
southwestern Red Sea” (1988) and “Geology and
metallogeny of the tropical Atlantic” (1989).

Photo 5. Pre-project geological survey for the feasibility
study of the Danube-Dnieper channel route and
development of the Dnieper-Bug hydroelectric power
plant. After the inspection of underwater reference
marks on the southern slope of the Budatsky Pass. The
1980s.

Photo 7. XVIII Ukrainian-Polish seminar “Loess cover
of the northern Black Sea region”. Preparation of the
Roxolany key section for an international seminar (a);
explaining the section’s structure (b). Roxolany, 2013.

8 ISSN 2522-9753 36IPHUK HAYKOBMX MPALb ITH HAH YKPAIHU, TOM 14, BMI. 1, 2021



IN MEMORIAM OF PROFESSOR PETRO F. GOZHIK, ACADEMICIAN OF THE NATIONAL ACADEMY OF SCIENCES...

A significant event was the circumnavigation
Antarctic expedition (1982-1983) on “Thaddeus
Bellingshausen” and “Admiral Vladimirsky”
oceanographic research vessels of the Hydrographic
Service of the Black Sea Fleet, where P.F. Gozhik
was the geological team leader (photo 8-12).
The expedition discovered new fields of iron-
manganese concretions in the Southern Ocean
and new longitudinal and transverse trenches
on the Antarctic shelf (Gozhik P.F. et al., 1991,
Ivanik, Gozhik, 2002). Subsequently, these results
were discribed in the monographs “Geology and
Metallogeny of the Southern Ocean” (1991) and
“Geological and Geomorphological Studies of the
East Antarctic Seas of the Southern Ocean” (2002).
Back then, in the 1980s, the link that tied him with
Antarctic problems was formed.

Research of Antarctic

However, most frequently the scientific
community of Ukraine remember P.F. Gozhik,
doctor of geological and mineralogical sciences,
professor, NAS Academician as the long-term head
of the oldest scientific geological institution of the
country — the Institute of Geological Sciences of
the NAS of Ukraine, which he headed longer than
any of his predecessors — for twenty-three years
from 1997 till 2020, and, besides, as the founder
of Ukrainian research in the Antarctic.

He invested truly titanic efforts into organizing
the first multidisciplinary Antarctic expeditions, and
did a lot to ensure that the Ukrainian national flag
was not just formally soaring over the distant island
of Galindez, but that Ukraine joined the global
Antarctic science as a full-fledged participant in the
exploration of the far-away continent.

P.F. Gozhik was the founder and the first
director of the Antarctic Research Center of
the National Academy of Sciences of Ukraine.
Now, the photos of signing on July 20, 1995, the
Memorandum between the British Antarctic Service
and the Center as a part of the Intergovernmental
Agreement on the transfer by Great Britain of
its Antarctic Station «Faraday» (later renamed to
«Academician Vernadsky») to Ukraine are presented
in national encyclopedias and textbooks as an
important milestone in Ukraine’s independence.
Recalling those events, he always emphasized
with respect and gratitude the essential role of
B. E. Paton, President of the NAS of Ukraine,
and Academician S.V. Komisarenko, the then
Ambassador of Ukraine to the United Kingdom,
without whose support and efforts Ukraine would

hardly be presented in the Antarctic today. During
the hard times of the USSR collapse and Ukraine
regaining independence, the consistent and
purposeful activities of the leadership of the NAS
of Ukraine, Academicians S.V. Komisarenko and
P.F. Gozhik towards the continuation of research
in the Antarctic as an important and prestigious
issue in terms of international scientific ranking
and geopolitical subjectivity of our country and its
future place on the geographic map of Antarctica,
attracted many highly regarded people to this
strategic idea and convinced the government of
the necessity of its future development.

In 1992, Russia declared itself the successor
to all the Antarctic stations of the Soviet Union
and refused to transfer one of them to Ukraine. In
February-August 1992, Academician P.F. Gozhik,
with some other scientists and experts, sent
letters of initiative and appeals to government
agencies concerning the necessity for resuming
and continuing the activities of Ukrainian scientists
in Antarctica.

In 1993, P.F. Gozhik initiated the creation
of the Antarctic Research Center of the NAS of
Ukraine and became its first director, and in 1996
he became the head of the Ukrainian Antarctic
Center of the Ministry of Science and Technology
of Ukraine. In 1994, at a congress in Rome, the
Antarctic Research Center of the NAS of Ukraine
was admitted to the International Scientific
Committee for Antarctic Research. On July 20,
1995, in London, S.V. Komisarenko, Ambassador
Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of Ukraine, signed
the intergovernmental agreement, and P.F. Gozhik
signed the Memorandum with B. Haywood, Director
of the British Antarctic Service, on the transfer of
the British Antarctic Station «Faraday» to Ukraine
(photo 13).

On February 6, 1996, the British flag was
lowered at the station and the Ukrainian flag was
raised (photo 14). The first Ukrainian Antarctic
Station named “Academician Vernadsky” appeared
on the world map. Since then, Ukraine has belonged
to the group of 30 Antarctic states.

Under the leadership of P.F. Gozhik, the first and
the second multidisciplinary Ukrainian Antarctic
expeditions were organized and the first State
Program of Ukrainian Research in the Antarctic
(1996) was developed. He was also actively working
to develop the second and third research programs
in the Antarctic. In 2010, he was appointed the
scientific director of the National Antarctic Research
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Photo 8. Description of the raised core sample
column. The Black Sea expedition on the “Thaddeus
Bellingshausen” hydrographic vessel; 1979.

Photo 10. Around-the-world Antarctic expedition of
the Navy on “Thaddeus Bellingshausen” and “Admiral
Vladimirsky” oceanographic research ships: P. F. Gozhik
performing welding repair of the soil-sampling tube
(upper photo); the first breakfast on land on the
Bellingshausen Sea shore. 1982-1983.

F

Photo 11.P.F. GozhikandV.P. Vernigorov are preparing
the bottom soil-sampling tube. The Bellingshausen
Sea; 1983.

M

Photo 12. Preparation before the descent of the soil
sampling tube in the Danube underwater canyon area;
1989.
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Photo 13. The signing of the Memorandum between
the British Antarctic Survey (right — B. Heywood, Survey
Director) and the Center for Antarctic Research of the
NAS of Ukraine (left — P.F. Gozhik, Center Director)
as a part of the Intergovernmental Agreement on the
Transfer of the “Faraday” Antarctic Station. July 20;
1995.

Center of the Ministry of Education and Science
of Ukraine. Academician P.F. Gozhik founded the
scientific school of Ukrainian research geologists
of Antarctica, and at the IGS of the NAS of Ukraine
he set up a specialized subunit—the laboratory of
Antarctic geoecology, which in 2004 was reorganized
into the Department of Antarctic Geology and
Geoecology. The department produced databases
of geomorphological satellite information, compiled
maps of the West Antarctic region, studied chemical
geoecology, glaceochemistry, and biogeochemistry
of Antarctica, and also studied chemical reactions
on the surface of snow cover, the presence of
halogenated hydrocarbons and heavy metals in
the geological environment, performed a number
of unique experiments addressing physico-chemical
processes of snow and ice cover interaction with
the atmosphere Gozhik, 2004; Gozhyk. et al., 2010,
Arndt et al., 2013). One of the results of these
studies was the publication of a unique Atlas of the
Antarctic’s deep structure, based on the gravimetric
tomography data by Greku R. Kh., Gozhik P.F.,
Litvinov V. A., Usenko V.P., Greku T.R.: “Atlas of
the Antarctic Deep Structure with the Gravimetric
Tomography” (Greku et al., 2011).

The main result of P.F. Gozhik’s Antarctic
scientific and organizational activities, which lasted
for nearly 40 years, can be described in his own
words said on February 8, 2011, at the briefing to
mark the 15th anniversary of the “Academician
Vernadsky” Ukrainian Antarctic Station: “Ukraine

Photo 14. Ceremonial lowering the state flag of
Great Britain and raising the state flag of Ukraine,
which marked the inauguration of the “Academician
Vernadsky” Antarctic Station. February 6, 1996.

has taken its place as an Antarctic state. Every year,
Ukraine is expanding its presence in Antarctica...
as, unfortunately, there are not so many fields in
which Ukraine would match the level of advanced,
high-tech states.”

Indeed, thanks to its presence in Antarctca
and the research at the “Academician Vernadsky”
Station, Ukraine has joined the elite club of 26
countries that have the right to vote in determining
the rules of work, research areas, etc., and the
“Academician Vernadsky” Station itself has become
one of the 17 base stations for the Earth’s climate
observation. P.F. Gozhik was sincerely proud of
the result achieved; however, he belonged to the
rare group of people to whom the work for the
sake of science per se was more important than
their own positions in science. Despite his great
efforts to organize research in Antarctica, he never
visited the “Academician Vernadsky” Station, as
he considered it his duty to optimize the costs of
Antarctic expeditions and would not have permitted
spending money on himself.

Indeed, thanks to its presence in Antarctica
and the research at the “Academician Vernadsky”
station, Ukraine has joined the elite club of 26
countries that have the right to vote in determining
the rules of work, research areas, etc., and the
“Academician Vernadsky” station itself has become
one of the 17 base stations for the Earth’s climate
observation. P.F. Gozhik was sincerely proud of the
achieved result; however, he belonged to the rare
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group of people to whom the work for the sake of
science itself exceeded the importance of their
own positions in science. Despite his great efforts
to organize research in Antarctica, he had never
visited the “Academician Vernadsky” station, as
he considered it his duty to optimize the costs of
Antarctic expeditions and would not allow spending
money on himself.

Paleontology and stratigraphy

The scientific interests of P.F. Gozhik were
diverse, but, primarily, he was a renowned
researcher of fossil freshwater mollusks from
the Neogene-Quaternary deposits of the south
of Eastern Europe. He covered this subject in
numerous scientific articles and three monographs:
“Freshwater and terrestrial mollusks of the Miocene
of Right-bank Ukraine” (1978), “Pontian freshwater
mollusks of the south of Ukraine and Moldova”
(2002), “Freshwater mollusks of the late Cenozoic
of the south of Eastern Europe” (2006, 2007).
P.F. Gozhik identified and described two new
genera, four new subgenera, and 59 new species.
The monographic description of freshwater mollusks
from the Upper Cenozoic sediments became
a significant contribution to the history of their fauna
and a reliable criterion for the correlation of the
marine and continental rocks. As the leading expert
on freshwater mollusks, he made a significant
contribution to studying them not only in Ukraine,
but in Moldova and Serbia as well. Studying the
evidence from the Meotian deposits of Serbia
allowed establishing a new genus of anodontides,
which had been previously erroneously referred to
unionids (Gozhik et al., 2007).

In 2012, a new edition of the Stratigraphic
Code of Ukraine (Gozhyk, ed., 2012) was
prepared and published under the guidance of
Academician P.F. Gozhik. Although the first page
stated that it was the second edition, in fact, it was
a new development created in accordance with
current trends of world science, taking into account
its latest achievements and international standards
for stratigraphic nomenclature, terminology,
classification, and the identification procedure for
stratons of different ranks (Gozhyk et al., 2011).

In recent years, under his leadership and
with his direct participation, a methodology was
developed for constructing stratigraphic schemes
of oil and gas provinces of Ukraine. With reliance
on fundamentally new conceptual principles and
doctrines, the first-ever Meso-Cenozoic stratigraphic
scheme of the Azov-Black Sea region was created

(Gozhik et al., 2006). An interregional correlation
scheme of the Neogene deposits of Central and
Eastern Paratethys of Ukraine was developed; the
Quaternary stratigraphic scheme of Ukraine was
produced and the first volume of the fundamental
book “Stratigraphy of the Upper Proterozoic and
Phanerozoic of Ukraine” was published (Gozhyk,
2013).

A significant part of P.F. Gozhik’s activities
was related with the leadership of the
Ukrainian Paleontological Society, founded by
Academician O.S. Vyalov in 1977 (Gozhik P.F.
(ed.), 2007; Gozhik P.F., 2006). The energy and
enthusiasm of P.F. Gozhik, and not infrequently also
his own funds, granted the Ukrainian paleontological
community the opportunity to hold annual sessions
of the Society, exchange the latest research results,
as well as improve their professional competence.

He was twice awarded the State Prize of Ukraine
in Science and Technology: in 1989 — for the
publication “Geology of the UkrSSR shelf” in eight
volumes (1981-1987), and in 2000 — for the
series of works “Regional oceanology: the state of
the environment and mineral raw materials of the
Atlantic, Indian, Southern Oceans and their seas”.

P.F. Gozhik authored more than 400 scientific
publications, particularly, numerous monographs
including “Freshwater and terrestrial mollusks
of the Miocene of Right-bank Ukraine” (1978),
“Anthropogene deposits of Ukraine” (1986),
“Geology and metallogeny of the southwestern
Red Sea” (1988), “Geological conditions of
construction of the Dnieper — Bug hydroelectric
power plant” (1989), “Geology and metallogeny of
the Southern Ocean” (1991), “Geological structure
of the northern Black Sea” (1995), “Geological
and geomorphological studies of the eastern
Antarctic seas of the Southern Ocean” (2002),
“Pontian freshwater mollusks of southern Ukraine
and Moldova” (2002), “Freshwater mollusks of
the late Cenozoic of the south of Eastern Europe”
(2006, 2007) and “Stratigraphy of Meso-Cenozoic
sediments of the northwestern shelf of the Black
Sea” (2006). He also contributed to a series of
collaborative monographs on oil and gas issues
in Ukraine (Chebanenko et al., 2005, Gozhik et
al., 2006).

The studies of P.F. Gozhik are well known
abroad (Galetskyi et al., 2007; Velikanov et al.,
2006; Gurov, Gozhik, 2006). His scientific articles
were published in the United States, Great Britain,
Bulgaria, Poland, and Austria. He presented
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scientific papers at international conferences and
symposia all around the world. He was a member
of the International Union for Quaternary Research
(INQUA). The Polish Geological Society elected him
its honorary member.

P.F. Gozhik combined intense scientific work
with pedagogical and organizational duties. He
lectured at Taras Shevchenko National University
of Kyiv; he also supervized more than a dozen of
doctors and candidates of sciences.

P.F. Gozhik was also active in public life. In
the late 1990s he was one of the founders of
the «Chysta Hvylia” (Ukr. for Clear Wave) public
organization; in the 2000s he participated as an
expert in the all-Ukrainian project «<Seven Wonders
of Ukraine», which contributed to the development
of national natural history and local lore.

Long before the «amber fever», which has
recently spread to Volhyn Polissya, the IGS of the
NAS of Ukraine conducted research concerning the
rational development of mineral resources in this
region. Through P.F. Gozhyk’s initiative a series of
«Amber World» conferences were held and several
models of the integral development of placer
deposits were proposed (Gozhyk, ed., 2008).

P.F. Gozhik’s work in science administration
was also extremely active. Under his leadership,
the Department of Earth Sciences of the NAS
of Ukraine effectively investigated raw minerals,
running «Minerals of Ukraine» targeted program
of applied research in 2012-2016, and in 2017
launching the program «Development of geological,
geophysical sciences, technologies and upbuilding
of mineral resources in Ukraine and the study,
forecasting, and minimization of emergencies».
P.F. Gozhik and his team made a significant
contribution to the Department’s work aimed at re-
engagement of marine research within the targeted
multidisciplinary research programs of the NAS of
Ukraine, such as «Multidisciplinary bioresource,
hydrophysical as well as geological and geophysical
studies of the marine environment, promising oil
and gas structures and mapping the distribution
of gas hydrates in the Black Sea and the Sea of
Azov” (2007-2009) and «Integral assessment
and forecasting of the marine environment and
resource dynamics of the Azov-Black Sea Basin»
(2010-2012).

Professor P.F. Gozhik was the chairman of
the IGS specialized council for theses defense
in 04.00.09 specialization — paleontology and
stratigraphy; he was also a member of the

specialized council for theses defense in 04.00.10
specialization — geology of the seas and oceans.

He was the head of the National Stratigraphic
Committee of Ukraine, the President of the
Paleontological Society, a member of the
Scientific and Technological Council for Antarctic
Research, a member of the NAS Commission for
Academician V.I. Vernadsky’s Scientific Heritage,
the chairman of the section of the Committee for
State Prizes of Ukraine in Science and Technology,
a member of the Scientific and Technological
Council of the Ministry of Environment, a member
of the Scientific and Technological Council of
Derzhgeonadra. Behind this notable list of positions
taken lies an immense number of duties and
amount of systematic daily work, along with a huge
burden of responsibility (photo 15).

Academician P.F. Gozhik gave a lot of attention
to editing scientific articles, monographs, collections
of scientific works. He was the editor-in-chief of
“Geological Journal”, “Ukrainian Antarctic Journal”,
“The Collection of Scientific Papers of the NAS
Institute of Geological Sciences”, the deputy chief
editor of “Paleontological Collection”, a member
of the editorial board of the Polish journal “Studia
Quaternaria”, “Geology and minerals of the World
Ocean”, “Stratigraphy and sedimentology of oil-
gas basins”, “Mineral resources of Ukraine”, “The
Reports of the NAS of Ukraine” etc.

P.F. Gozhik was a member of the International
Union for Quaternary Research (INQUA) (photo
13). The Polish Geological Society elected him its
honorary member, and at the end of the year 2020,

Photo 15. Organizers of and performers in the Black
Sea multidisciplinary research on the deck of “Professor
Vodianytsky” research vessel (from left to right):

S.0. Kleshchenko, V.I. Starostenko,
P.F. Gozhik, V. P. Kobolev.

E.F. Shnyukov,
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NAS Academician P.F. Gozhik was nominated to be
elected a foreign member of the Polish Academy of
Art and Science (Polska Akademia Umiejetnosci).
A letter of condolence from Professor Tadeusz-
Marek Perit, a foreign member of the NAS of
Ukraine, read: “My sorrow was deep also because
| have been one of the proposers to appoint
Professor Gozhik a foreign member of the Polish
Academy of Arts and Letters, and the nomination
met the enthusiastic support of all the members of
the Division IV (Natural Sciences). Very regrettably,
we will not meet with him on the occasion of his
official, gala appointment...”

The geological community and the Ukrainian
government highly praised the contribution of
P.F. Gozhik to the development of national geology.
He earned the title of a Merited Figure of Science
and Technology (1997), won two State Prizes of
Ukraine in Science and Technology (1989, 2000)
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